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Macroeconomic snapshot
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Real GDP growth - developing Asia-Pacific
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Headline inflation – developing Asia-Pacific

Source: ESCAP estimates and projection, as of 15 February 2024.



SDG Progress in Asia and the Pacific 2023 
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https://data.unescap.org/


Information and communications technology, science, 
technology and innovation 
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Note: 3-years average used, (2017-2019) and (2020-2022) respectively 

Internet capacity across ESCAP subregions

Before Covid-19 (2017-2019) During COVID-19 (2020-2022)

Source: ESCAP/80/18



Trade, investment, enterprise and business innovation 

Source: ESCAP, 2023, Asia-Pacific Trade and Investment Report 2023/24
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Transport

Source: ESCAP, Increasing the use of smart mobility approaches to improve 
traffic conditions in urban areas of South East Asia: policy guidelines

Main challenges for the Development of Smart Transport Systems

Funding

Technical capability

Regulatory Foundation

Political Willingness

National Plans

Stakeholder Collaboration

Awareness of Benefits

Others

New Annex to the Intergovernmental Agreement 

on the Trans-Asian Railway (TAR) Network. 

Strategy 2030 on rail digital transformation

Highlights of ESCAP’s work on 
Transport digitalisation

on electronic data exchange

Adopted by the TAR Working Group in 2023



Energy

Source: ESCAP, Closing the gap for SDG 7 in the Asia-Pacific region

Energy investment by technology in Asia-Pacific countries
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Disaster Risk Reduction
Hotspots of climate-related multi-hazards – Recent baseline and 

climate projection under 1.5°C and 2°C SSP3 scenarios

Source: ESCAP, Asia Pacific Disaster Report 2023



Environment and Development

Percentage of 
people living in 
urban areas (2020)
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Tonnes of annual CO2 produced per capita (2020), log scale

Source: ESCAP, The Future of Asian & Pacific Cities 2023

Per capita greenhouse gas emissions in relation to urbanization in Asia and the Pacific



Social Development

Gaps in selected SDG targets in 
Asia and the Pacific 

Source: ESCAP calculation based on latest available 
data from Demographic and Health Surveys and 
Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (2010-2022) from 
30 countries accessible at https://lnob.unescap.org.

Seats held by women in national 
parliaments (% of seats) 2000-2023 

Source: ESCAP Data Explorer. Indicators by Sustainable 
Development Goal: 5.5.1 - Seats held by women in national 
parliaments and local governments. See 
https://dataexplorer.unescap.org/

Total fertility rate and life expectancy 
at birth, in Asia and the Pacific and by 

subregion, 1950–2050

Source: United Nations, Department of Economic and 
Social Affairs, Population Division (2019), World 
Population Prospects 2019, Online Edition, U.S. Census 
Bureau, International Population Reports (2009), An 
Aging World (2008)

https://dataexplorer.unescap.org/


Macroeconomic Policy and Financing for Development



Statistics

ESCAP provides tailored support and 
training to countries in special 
situations to build resilient and agile 
national statistical systems including 
on big data, environmental accounts 
and disaster related statistics as well 
as strengthening Civil Registration and 
Vital Statistics Systems.

Open source tools:
 

SIDS have made much slower progress towards the SDGs and this gap is increasing over time. 

Source: ESCAP, Asia and the Pacific SDG Progress Report 2024



Thank you
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